Ellis Pickett

Ellis Pickett founded the first Surfrider Foundation Chapter in
Texas in 1998. Surfrider Foundation, was founded in Malibu, Ca
in 1984, is an international 501(c)3 conservation nonprofit.
Today, three chapters along the Texas coast fight for public
beach access, clean beaches and to preserve the Texas Open
Beaches Act.

Ellis served 6 years on The Flower Gardens Banks National
Marine Sanctuary Advisory Committee and has been the Liberty
County representative to the Houston-Galveston Area Council
Environmental Advisory Council. Ellis has been a resource
member of the Galveston Park Board Beach Maintenance
Committee. Ellis has worked for 26 years as a volunteer lobbyist
in Austin and Washington, DC. He has appeared in humerous
coastal documentaries and news stories about coastal issues.

Ellis worked with Jay and Chrissy Kleberg on the Chasing the
Tide documentary about the Texas coast and is now involved in
Chasing the Tide 2 documenting the Gulf Coast from Key West
to Sabine Pass Texas.

Recognitions & Awards:
e Texas General Land Office Coastal Volunteer of the Year

e Galveston Nature Tourism Council Coastal Stewardship
Award

e Surfrider Foundation Coastal Impact Award
e Texas Senate Proclamation for his coastal advocacy

e The Texas Spirit of Surfing Award



