Kristen Schlemmer

As Bayou City Waterkeeper's Legal Director from 2018-2025 and
Waterkeeper from 2021-2025, and now as Co-Executive Director,
Kristen has innovated the organization's approach to environmental
lawyering to center the voices and priorities of communities
impacted by water injustices and shift litigation goals toward longer-
term policy change.

Kristen has developed new streams of legal work that have shaped
BCWK's advocacy, including leveraging sewage enforcement actions
to mandate billions of dollars of overdue water infrastructure
investment; aiding community-led ecosystem protection

through legal research and action and exposing the need for further

local and regional policy solutions; and, most recently, addressing
localized sources of industrial water pollution as an approach to

coastal resilience. Kristen has served as the organization’s Interim
Executive Director twice and led internal work to deepen BCWK’s
commitment to its organizational values of justice and equity and

helped establish the Surge Forward coalition, which advocates that

coastal protection, to be effective, must tackle industrial risks, invest
in nature-based solutions, and center the needs of local residents.

Kristen previously worked at Susman Godfrey LLP and Irvine &
Conner PLLC and clerked for two federal judges. She graduated with
high honors from Tulane Law School, with a certificate in
Environmental Law, and from the University of Texas at Austin with a
B.A. in Linguistics and History, focusing her studies on Brazilian social
and environmental justice movements.
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